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Attorney's Docket No.: 10559-771001 / P13941 



REMARKS 



The claims have been amended to conform to correct grammar and to provide proper 
antecedent herein. New claims have been added to claim further aspects of the invention. 

Attached is a marked-up version of the changes being made by the current amendment. 

Claims 1-37 are pending. Applicant asks that all claims be examined. A Transmittal 
Letter and check in the amount of $210.00 for the additional claims is enclosed. Please J^ply 
any other charges or credits to Deposit Account No. 06-1050. 



Fish & Richardson P.C. 

4350 La Jolla Village Drive, Suite 500 

San Diego, CA 92122 

Telephone: (858) 678-5070 

Facsimile: (858) 678-5099 



Respectfully submitted. 





Samuel Borodach 
Reg. No. 38,388 



30l06448.doc 
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Version with markings to show changes made 

In the claims: 

Claims 3, 6, 1 1, 12, 14, 17, 18, 21, 22, 25, 26, 29, 30 have been amended as follows: 

-3. (Amended) The method of claim 1 further comprising storing payload data of 
the frame in a data structure for an amount of time based upon [a] times to send the 
extracted overhead data to the external programmable device, modify the overhead data, 
and receive the modified overhead data from the external programmable device.— 

- 6. (Amended) The method of claim 3 wherein the amount of time payload data 
of the frame is stored in a data structure is approximately equal to [the]a total amoimt of 
time spent extracting, modifying and inserting the overhead data. — 

- 1 1. (Amended) The apparatus of claim 8 including a data structure in the logic 
circuit, wherein the logic circuit is further configured to store payload data of the frame in 
the data structure for an amount of time based upon [a] times to send the extracted 
overhead data to the external programmable device, modify the overhead data, and 
receive the modified overhead data from the external programmable device. — 

~ 12. (Amended) The apparatus of claim 8 wherein the logic circuit is further 
configured to store payload data of the frame in a data structure for an amount of time 
based upon [a] times to send the extracted overhead data to the external programmable 
device, modify the overhead data, and receive the modified overhead data from the 
extemal programmable device. — 
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- 14. (Amended) The apparatus of claim 12 wherein the amount of time payload 
data of the frame is stored in a data structure is approximately equal to [the]a total 
amount of time spent extracting, modifying and inserting the overhead data. — 



- 17. (Amended) The apparatus of claim 16 wherein the logic circuit is further 
configured to store payload data of the frame in a data structure for an amount of time 
based upon [a] times to send the extracted overhead data to the external programmable 
device, modify the overhead data, and receive the modified overhead data from the 
extemal programmable device. — 



~ 18. (Amended) The apparatus of claim 17 wherein the amount of time payload 
data of the frame is stored in a data structure is approximately equal to [the]a total 
amount of time spent extracting, modifying and inserting the overhead data. - 



~ 21 . (Amended) The apparatus of claim 20 wherein the network processor is 
further configured to store payload data of the frame in a data structure for an amount of 
time based upon [a] times to send the extracted overhead data to the extemal 
programmable device, modify the overhead data, and receive the modified overhead data 
from the extemal programmable device. — 



~ 22. (Amended) The apparatus of claim 21 wherein the amount of time payload 
data of the frame is stored in a data structure is approximately equal to [the]a total 
amount of time spent extracting, modifying and inserting the overhead data. - 

~ 25. (Amended) The system of claim 24 wherein the logic circuit is further 
configured to store payload data of the frame in a data structure for an amount of time 
based upon [a] times to send the extracted overhead data to the extemal programmable 
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device, modify the overhead data, and receive the modified overhead data fi-om the 
external programmable device. — 

~ 26. (Amended) The system of claim 24 wherein the amount of time payload 
data of the frame is stored in a data structure is approximately equal to [the]a total 
amount of time spent extracting, modifying and inserting the overhead data. - 

— 29. (Amended) The article of claim 28 further storing instructions that, when 
applied to a computer system, cause the computer system to: 

store payload data of the frame in a data structure for an amount of time based 
upon [a] times to send the extracted overhead data to the extemal programmable device, 
modify the overhead data in an external programmable device, and receive the modified 
overhead data from the extemal programmable device. — 

~ 30. (Amended) The article of claim 28 including adjusting at least one of the 
times for extracting, storing, modifying and inserting wherein the amount of time the 
payload data of the frame is stored in a data structure is approximately equal to [the]a 
total amount of time spent extracting, modifying and inserting the overhead data. — 

Claims 31-37 are added as follows: 

— 3 1 . A method comprising: 
extracting overhead data from a frame; 

sending the extracted overhead data to be modified; 

receiving the modified overhead data; and 

inserting the modified overhead data into said frame. — 

— 32. The method of claim 3 1 wherein at least some bits of the extracted 
overhead data are modified. — 
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- 33. The method of claim 3 1 further comprising storing payload data of the 
frame in a data structure for an amount of time based upon times to send the extracted overhead 
data to be modified and receive the modified overhead data. ~ 

- 34. The method of claim 33 including performing said extracting, storing, and 
inserting in a pipelined maimer. — 

- 35. The method of claim 33 comprising performing said extracting, sending, 
receiving, and inserting for another frame and including receiving the modified extracted 
overhead data of the one frame according to a network state different from a network state used 
to receive the modified extracted overhead data of the other frame. — 

- 36. The method of claim 33 wherein the amount of time payload data of the 
frame is stored in a data structure is approximately equal to a total amount of time spent 
extracting the uiunodified overhead data and inserting the modified overhead data. 



—37. The method of claim 36 including adjusting at least one of the times for 
extracting the overhead data to be modified, storing the payload data, and inserting modified 
overhead date.- 



